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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

The following is a report of an interview conducted on May 4, 1983,
with Ramon MILIAN-RODRIGUEZL.

The first portion of the interview was conducted at the Consolidated
Courier office, located at Walker's Cay Jet Center at Fort Lauderdale
International Airport.

The interview was.conducted pursuant to a regquest by Ramon MILIAN=
RODRIGUEZ to speak to the agent "in charge® of the investigation. He
was asked for consent to search the office of Consolidated Courier at
Walker Cay Jet Center. He agreed and signed a written consent. This
occurred prior to the beginning of the interview.

Present at tity initial interview, when it began at approximately 9:00
A.M., were Group Supervisor Dennis R. Pagan who advised MILIAN of his
rights at approximately 9:05 A.M., and the writer. AUSA Charles Saphos
wasa also present.

MILIAN was advised that he was not under arrest and that he was free to
leave or terminate the interview at any time he wished. He said that
he understocd but that he wished to talk to the investigators.

MILIAN identified himself to investigators by identifying his passport
B/109009 (United States).

MILIAN began by stating that the invesatigators did not know what they
*had here.® He said that at no time had Federal agents had the
opportunity to do so much. MILIAN said that he was the most
sophisticated person with whom we had ever dealt. He offered full
cooperation with the government contingent upon certaln conditions,
Those conditions he enumerated as follows:

1. That no charges be filed againat him,
2. That no disclosure be made of his cooperation.

3. That the *"4.3 million dollara®™ which he had Iin the alrcraft be
returned to him and that he be allowed to continue hia operatlon.

He said that he must be allowed to continue to transport the funds
which were removed from the aircraft or he would no longer have any
credibility with the people for whom he performs the service, MILIAN
said that bhe could forestall his departure with the funda for no more
than 24 hours. .

He said that he had always flled currency forms with Customs, and
thought that the filing of these forma would generate Interest in
having investigators come and interview him, He sald that in that way
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his credibility and anonymity would have been protected. He stated
that he had always wanted to cooperate.

The writer asked MILIAN if he had ever heard of Operation Greeback. He
replied in the affirmative, stating that he was well aware of the
activities of Operation Greenback. The writer then asked him why he
did not attempt to make contact with Operation Greenback or other
Pederal authorities. He stated that our phone number was not a
published number, but otherwise would not aldress himself to the

question. '

MILIAN was again advised of the fact that he was not under arrest, and
was free to go.

The writer ted to MILIAN that his proposal would be forwarded to
appropria thorities,

The writer stated to MILIAN that if he wanted to cooperate that the
Customs Service would require certain information from him regarding
his activities. He agreed to supply the information. He said that he
was the most sophisticated person to operate in the busineas of
laundering monies,

MILIAN stated that he was the most sophisticated person who we would
meet or had met in the business, He stated that his [.Q. was over one
hundred and fifty.

At this point in the conversation lt was determined that if the
proposal of MILIAN was accepted that it would be necessary to indicate
to anyone who was watching that the incident was over and that all waa
normal. MILIAN was asked if he would accompany agents to a location in
Miami where the interview could be continued. He agreed to accanpany

investigators.

He was driven to the Operation Greeback offlce., Immedliately after the
arrival at that location MILIAN was again advised that he could leave
at any time he wished. He acknowledged, and said that he wanted to

stay.

MILIAN was asked what he would do if the offer was not accepted, He
stated that it would not be possible for him to continue his life as it
was, He said that he had lived a "full life.® He said he had Jone
everything that he had ever wanted to do, He atated that he was a
millionaire, and had every woman he had ever wanted. He said that he
had a very fast and powerful car; that his family unlt was provided
for, that this assets for his family unit were hidden in such a manner
that the government would "never be able to touch them,® and that he
had an additional two million dollar 1ife insurance pollcy. He sald
that it was “"amazing what would happen to the human body at 120 imph.”
He said that he “would never feel {it."
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MILIAN was asked certain questions concerning his activities in Miami,
the source and origins of the monies, and his actions and interactions
relative to the monies and the individuals who brought him the
m“ﬂncf-

MILIAN was asked to disclose the source and oriyins of the money. He
said that the money was all the proceeds of narcotlcs transactions. He
. said that he began to launder narcotics nmoney approximately "10 years
ag0." He sald that people for wham he moved money were a "who's who"
of the narcotics business, He stated that mothing else would generate
.uuti;mtnfcash. He said that it began when he worked for

Artime. ®

He explained that Manuel Artime was a leader of the "Bay of Pigs"
counter revolutionary attempt by Cuban exiles. Many of these peocple,
he said, tiined to narcotlics amuggling after the Bay of Pigs invasion
failure. MILIAN said that he transported this money for "Artime®™ and
others to Nicaragua. He said that he moved some of the money which was
destined for the families of the Watergate burglars to Nicaragua for
Artime,

MILIAN said that he met these narcotics smugglers and that as a result
of his reputation for honesty, he was approached by these narcotics
traffickers to move their money out of the country. MILIAN said that

he prepares their income taxes each year, MILIAN provided a list of
these narcotics trafflckera whose taxes he prepares and for whan he now

transporta or for wham he has transported currency fram the U.5. to
foreign countriea in the past. ;
1. wWilliam Diaz -
2. Bernardo Callejo . & <&
ﬁ. Jose Fermandez -~ a1 -
. Ubaldo Fermandez - >
5. Carlos Soto - 2%
6. [Luis Rodriguez —
7. FRoberto Rodriquez
8. Luis Fuentez— < @A
9. Gilberto Martinez
10. Mario Castellanos — fil. QAT .

He stated that Castellanos is an accountant and that MILIAN has
transported money for clients of Castellanos. MILIAN said that the
money was transported to places outside the U.S.

1. FPoberto Garcia Esquerdo
He said that this individual is a lawyer for whom he transported
currency. The currency, MILIAN stated, belonged to clients of the
attorney. The currency was transported Erom the U.5. to locations
outside the U.S.

12. Oscar Rodriguez
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An attorney for whose clients, MILIAN stated, he transported currency
from places in the U.S5. to foreign countries.

13. Michael Saber
A local businessman for whom MILIAN stated he transported currency fram

the U.S. to places outside the U.S5.

All of the above individuals, except Saber, are of Cuban ancestory, and
all but Saber, Roberto Garcia Esquerdo and Mario Castellancs are
narcotics traffickers.

The following list was provided verbally by MILIAN, and each person was
said by MILIAN to be a Colombian narcotics trafficker for whom MILIAN
has trans ed or for whom at present he transports currency from the
U.S. top outside the U.S.

1. Luis Carlos Molina e O L dner
C\ 2. Gilberto Rodriquez “"‘J“fl""jl ﬂ“’i““"ll"m o
3. Marla Reatrepo
.- 4. Jorge Gomez J
Q < 5. Luca Gomez S

-6, Salvador Otero Ospina -
Otero Ospina is sald by MILIAN to be associated with wWackenhutt of

Colombia,

‘7. Gustavo Gavaria .

B. Pablo Correa . ga4ta" ™07«

9, Orlando Franco

10. Margarita Herrera de Umana

MILIAN was asked for whom he was tranasporting the curn:m:y‘ found in
N-654 on the instant date. MILIAN stated that the money was being
transported for three (1) Colombla narcotica traffickers:

1. Luis Carlos Molina
2. Gilberto Rodriguez
3, Margarita Herrera de Umana

MILIAN said that one of his biggest customers was Luis Carlos Molina.
MILIAN said that until recently, within the past year, he was
transporting for Cuban narcotics traffickers. The guantities of
currency were smaller, but MILIAN said that the percentage of proflt
was greater. MILIAN stated that he had made about one million dollara
a year for the past five or six years., He said that he began
laundering money in 1975.

MILIAN stated that Operation Greenback hurt Luis Carlos Molina when
Bano Ghitis was arrested and those monles were seized. But he sald

that Ghitis was not very anart, that he was "not sophlsticated at all.®
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MILIAN said that Ghitis was simply going as "fast as he could until he
was caught.®

MILIAN said that at present his margin of profit on the currency that
he moved was approximately one half of one percent, but that when he
was moving the smaller amunts that he made about ten percent.

He said that this money (the money seized on May 4, 1983), was brought
to him at 2852 Shipping Avenue within a one week period of time, The
money was brought by three couriers who he identified only as "Gino,"
*Armando,” and "Gilberto.® He did mot further identify these three
individuals, but did state that "Gino™ was in the process of
reorganizing the "New York Organization.® MILIAN said that an arreat
had been m in New York. The arrestee was a courler for the Gllbecto
Rodriguez anization. MILIAN stated that the arrest of the courler
was of no great concern to the organization except for the fact that
found on the person of the courier at the time of the arrest were the
telephone numbera of all of the other courliers in New York. According
to MILIAN, the courier had narcotics and currency in his possession at
the time of arrest, and that the event had occurred approximately one
month to six weeks prior to May 4, 1983,

MILIAN was asked to describe the procedure that is used in the delivery
of the currency to 2852 Shipping Avenue. He stated that each wourler
is personally introduced to him by the Colombian trafficker to wham the
currency 18 destined. This introduction usually occurs in Colombia or
Panama, MILIAN stated that he receives currency from no one but that
courier. Each courier resides in the United States, usually for no
more than three to four months at a time. The couriers are then
rotated. Once in the U.S. the courier will call MILIAN at 2852
Shipping Avenue, MILIAN said that he gives the courier an affirmative
or negative response to an "all clear™ query from the courier. The
courier then drivea to 2852 Shipping Avenue. If the driveway gate is
open, the courlier has been instructed that this is a signal cthat tells
the courier not to stop. If the gate is closed, it is o.k. to stop and
deliver the currency. The courier drivea up to the gate, and after the
closed circult televislon camera s checked, the courler |8 adnltterd.
The courier drivea the vehicle to the rear of the offlce where the
money 18 unloaded into the offlce.

MILIAN stated that the money he receives is not counted, that the
bundles only are counted. He sald that all actual counts are verified
in Panama at the bank.

MILIAN said that the couriers in Miaml utilize old used cars.
MILIAN was asked if he plcks up currency at any other locatlon beside

Miami. He replied in the affirmative, that he picks up in New York and
San Pranclsco, Callfornla.
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He was asked to describe the San Francisco operation. MILIAN stated
that he flies in his Lear Jet to San Pranclsco Intecnational Airport.
He checks into a hotel near the airport. He calls his sister who
resides in the San Francisco area, and tells his sister that he is in
towm.,

MILIAM said that the courier in San Francisco is a person whose name he
could only remember as "EVON." He said that he knew Evon's last name,
but could not remember it. MILIAN stated that Evon calls MILIAN'S
sister daily to learn if MILIAN is in town. Wwhen MILIAN arrives, his
sister tells Fvon that MILIAN has arrived when Fvon calls, according to
MILIAN. MILIAN stated that the money collected in San Prancisco is for
Luls Carlos Molina. MILIAN said that he travels to San Francisco every
two to three weeka., He collects and loads the currency which is
brought by Evon to the airport approximately five minutes prior to
departure. MILIAN stated that he always goes to San Francisco

Internat Airport and utilizes the services of Burler Aviation, a
fixed base ration at San Francisco Internmational Airport.

MILIAN said that he also picks up currency in New York. MILIAN stated
that he hasn't picked up in approximately one and one half months in
New York. MILIAN said that the Colombian narcotics trafficker to whom
the money is destined is Gllberto Rodriguez. The plck-up point for
this 0.S. Qurrency is Teterboro Airport, Teterboro, New Jersey,
according to MILIAN.

MILIAN was asked to describe the disbursement of funds in Panama,
MILIAN stated that when he arrives, the funds are picked up by a
Brinks Armored car and are taken to Banco Consolidado in Panama, R.P.
As soon as the currency is unlocaded from the Lear Jet, the Brinks
Armored car quard signs a receipt book for the amount of money
delivered by MILIAN. MILIAN said that he keeps the Brinka recelpt hook
and that the book was in his briefcase aboard N6S4 at the time of the
stop on May 4, 1987. MILIAN was shown the Brinka book which the writer
found in MILIAN's briefcase. He ldentifled the book as the sam -
Brinks book that he takes to Panama. The writer initialed and dated

thelml:

MILIAN said that the currency which is plcked up by me Brinl:u truck is
transported to Banco Consolidado in Paname _
disbursed as follows: MILIAN statec 5 Carloe
Molina, a person MILIAN ident pd” to Banco
Consolidado and picks up those i patined” for Mollna.
The currency for Gilbertg Rodeis Aaken r.n he Interamericas Bank,

. erta, fodriquez.
r0d L b exd il'l.tﬂ
an account at Banco Conbodlriad e

MILIAN was asked how he tranaported the 1).5. Currency to Panama whan
he transported on behalf of the persons who he described as Cuban
narcotics traffickers. MILIAN said that he placerd the money In a
suitcase or suitcases and flew by commerclal airline to Panama, usually

Alr Panama.
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MILIAN was asked about Cambloa Monetarics Intermational. MILIAN sald
that it was formed on May 31, 1979 in Panama as a currency exchangje
house and began with MILIAN as "registered agent,™ with addresses of
2121 PFonce de Leon Blvd., Coral Gables, FL, then to a post office box
in Panama, and finally to 2852 Shipping Avenue. MILIAN stated that "I
am Cambios Montarios International.® He said that the people who are
on the corporate charter, Jorge Cohen, and Lincoln Cohen are figure
heads. These two individuals are old friends of MILIAN who he met at
Santa Clara University in California when MILIAN, Lincoln Cochen and
Jorge Cohen were students there. Rafael Fernandez Lara is the
Panamanlian lawyer who drew up the corporate charter, according to
MILIAN.

MITIAN stated that he utilized his profits from the transportations of

these narcotics monies to purchase the Lear Jet, and vehicles, i.e.,

the Maseratjesthe station wagon and the Mercedes. He said that the

percentages ch he charges as his fee are separated before the

zﬁm is tranaported to Panama, as cpposed to being paid after
very.

MILIAN sald that the six thousand dollars found in his briefcase was
the currency which he, as Cambiocs Monetarics International, was paying
Consolidated Courier for the instant trip.

MILIAN said that when he was transporting the smaller amounts of
currency that he was receiving a higher percentage, but due to the
volume of the money he was now moving, he made the same profit, MILIAN
atated that he believed that it was actually "safer™ to move the
smaller amounts of currency. MILIAN was asked why he chose to change
from a low volune to a high volume of currency. MILIAN said that he
did =0 because a personal friend asked him to do so. MILIAN stated
that his friend, Gabriel Jaime Acevedo, the attorney for Luls Carlos
Monlina, came to MILIAN and asked MILIAN to undertake to tranaport the
currency for Molina. MILIAN agreed to do so.

MILIAN was asked about an amount of eight hundred thousand dollars
which surfaced during the investigation, the currency having been
reported to have originated in Tawain. MILIAN stated that the elght
hundred thousand dollars was “Tong®™ money for the local “Tong"®
organization in Miami, Plorida. MILIAN stated that he has not handled

any more money for the “Tong.”

MILIAN was asked about the name Jose Ford. MILIAN stated that “Hency
Ford" was his "partner in Panama,” and is the person who makes the
arrangements with Brinks in Panama for armoured car service when MILIAN
arrivea, When asked to do so, MILIAN erumerated the function of each
of his employees at 2852 Shipplng Avenue. He said that Jose Ford was
the son of Henry Ford.

“Lydia® - his wife and the person who takes care of his personal
finances,
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Oacar Mateu - Valet.
Clement - his father.
Rene - his wife's cousin who is the secretary for the office.
Yebra = Milian's body guard who at one time worked for one of Milian's
clients,

WO A \.Hi
MILIAN suggested that he knew of a federal judge in North Ca and’
a federal judge in South Carolina who "could be bought, "but refu
o any further, stating that was one of his "bargaining points,” the
details of whi = " was accepted by the

-
L

MILIAN said the organlzational structure of offshore corporations was

known to him, but was unwilling to supply the details until the
t agreed to his terms. /

MILIAN sta et, Nb54, for six hundred
seventy-£fi dollars, then he said he put an additional thirty
to forty thousand dollars into the aircraft including a new interior.
MILIAN said that he sent his pilots to Lear Jet school in Wichita,
®*just to be safe.® MILIAN said that Consolidated Courier ocwma NG54,
and that on paper it is chartered to Camblios Monetarics for the trips
at a rate of one thousand dollars per hour.

MILIAN said that he started Consolidated Courier as another business,
trying to build it up. He said that he was negotiating with Wackenhutt
to "go big®™ with Consolidated Courier. MILIAN said that he purchased
the aircraft for (1) “"instant access,” as cther charter companies ocould
not always go when MILIAN needed to goj (2) a tax write—off; (3) growth
potential. MILIAN stated that he never chartered N654 to anyone else,

MILIAN was asked about a five hundred thousand dollar judgement
against Camblos Monetarios uncovered during the investigation. MILIAN
stated that he allowad the suit and judgement to be complete] because
he needed a tax write—off for that year.

MILIAN stated that he would "not cover the loss LIf the"4.] million® was
seized because he was"not that liquid® and he would not jeopardize the
financial security of his “"family unit.® He emphasized that the
financial security of his family unit was at thias point in time his
only concern.

MILIAN was asked about his knowledge of hls currency transaction
reporting requirements as a secondary financial Instlirution, requiring
financial lnatitutiona to report transactions in excess of ten thousand
dollars in currency. He said that he wasa aware of the govermment'a
position with regard to the definition of a fina :

Mr. Joel Hirshorn. MILIAN stated that he asked 'y hypnl.:heth:al .
which fit his circumstancea to Hirshhorn and aske

MILIAN, was required to flile. MILIAN stated that leu horn did not
advise MILIAN, MILIAN atated that he made the declaion to not flle the
reports, as he felt that he was not conducting transactions in the
United States, but only In Panama, that Panama was where the
transaction occurred.
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MILIAN was asked about any involvement of Mark Schechner, an attomey
in Miami. MILIAN stated that Schechner is mot involved in the matter
in any way, and neither was Jose Pelleya.

MILIAN was asked if he had records of his money laundering activities.
MILIAN said that he did have records, but that the records were not of
the type that one would keep around for very long. He said that once
both parties were satisfied with the amounts, the records are
destroyed. MILIAN presented from his briefcase a group of monthly
ledgers from Hovember, 1982 through April 19831. (December was
missing). A notation which appeared on the top of the ledger sheets
contained numbers from 2 to 4. MILIAN sald that these were his gross
fee parcentages. This percentage would be taken off the top. MILIAN
said that he personally cleared about 1/2 of one percent on each
transaction, after all his expenses were taken out.

Ly
MILIAN also produced from the briefcase a detailed receipt record for
April as well as what he represented to be a ocourier's itemization for
April. The receipts detail all cash received by Cambics Monetarics
Internacional for the month of April, 1983. The itemization was
written on white locse leaf paper and contained names, dates and
amounts of money. MILIAN sald that he was taking this to Panama for
the courier. MILIAN said that he knew that he was someday going to
need the records, 90 he :an:i.ed them with him on the trips.

ked about certain other individuals o were K

have been passengers aboard onefof the ain:rnft whic
on a trip to Panama, specifically Gabriel .Iaim&
LIAN stated the Velez-Mejia was ap employe®
‘s company in Panama, “Confirmesa.®

MILIAN

AN utiliz
Velez-Mejia.

MILIAN signed a consent for the government agents to search 2852
Shipping Avenue,

MILIAN accompanied the writer to MILIAN's business office at 2825
Shipping Avenue. MILIAN volunteered information which indicated that
additional files on Camoios Monetarios International was located at the
Shipping Avenue addreas. He volunteered to collect and turn over to
the writer these records,

Upon our arrival at 2852 Shipping Avenue at approximately 6:30 P.M.,
MILIAN handed to the writer papera which
he said were all of the remaining files which he had on

Monetaries < iter took possession of the [1
al no one access until the writer initlaled each document in
les.

During the search Invesatigators found a locked door in MILIAN's office.
When asked about the door, MILIAN stated that it led only to a clouset,
and that the key waa m a keyring in MILIAN's bricfcase, which had

\nm{d“ the Office of Operation Greenback. __"__,/
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MILIAN was told that he was free to go at any time, He verbalized his
deaire to depart and stated that he was golny to depact for his
residence. The writer observed MILIAN make a phone call at
approximately 10;00 P.M., and approximately twenty (20) minutes after
the call was made gray/brown Ford station wagon arrived. MILIAN stated
that the driver was hias father. MILIAN was observed entering the wagon
and departing 2852 Shipping Avenue.

INDEX SECTIMN: No new index namea at this time.,
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